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Introduction   

  

A   Champion   for   Children   

I   am   Cheri   Thurman,   a   proud   educator   for   47   years.    I   am   the   candidate   
for   the   WSD   Board   of   Education   who   will   be   the   voice   for   our   educators   and   
support   staff   who   are   essential   to   our   students’   learning.   

Our   community   needs   a   diverse   Board   of   Education,   which   brings   
diverse   expertise,   as   well   as   experience   to   the   conversation,   not   a   single-sighted   
agenda.    My   place   on   the   Board   as   the   voice   of   the   educators   will   return   
respectful,   collaborative   conversation,   which   will   reestablish   hope   and   trust   in   
our   leadership.    Our   focus   on   high   quality   education   and   responsible   
decision-making   needs   to   be   obvious.    We   need   to   regain   our   educators   and   
parents’   trust   and   renew   their   enthusiasm.    Without   our   educators   at   all   levels   
and   support   staff,   there’s   no   one   to   build   relationships   with   students   and   
prepare   them   for   their   future.   

I   am   very   proud   of   my   many   accomplishments   as   an   educator,   however,   
my   greatest   pride   and   joy   comes   from   my   two   children.    Seeing   them   as   
accomplished   adults   reinforces   the   importance   of   parents   being   our   children’s   
first   educators.    Adding   my   understanding   of   the   full   continuum   of   educational   
services   to   the   Board   of   Education   will   be   critical   moving   forward.      

I   was   raised   in   St.   Louis   and   then   spent   several   years   in   the   northwest   
where   I   attended   the   University   of   Idaho,   earning   a   B.S.   in   Special   Education   
and   Elementary   Education   and   a   M.S.   in   Special   Education   with   an   emphasis   
in   behavioral   and   emotional   health.    Upon   moving   to   the   Wentzville   area,   I   
completed   my   administration   certification.      

While   in   Idaho   and   Oregon,   I   had   experiences   teaching   gifted   students   
and   students   in   1 st    -12 th    grades   who   required   special   education   services.    I   had   
the   exceptional   privilege   of   being   the   teacher   in   a   teacher/therapist   classroom,   
which   was   an   Oregon   State   Model   program.    I   was   hired   by   the   Wentzville   
School   District   35   years   ago   as   a   special   education   teacher.    During   my   tenure   
in   the   WSD,   my   experiences   have   been   extensive.   After   teaching   for   several   
years,   I   developed   and   coordinated   the   Therapeutic   Learning   Center   (TLC)   for   
students   in   3rd-12 th    grade.    The   TLC   was   recognized   as   a   Missouri   State   Model   
program   and   it   was   the   first   on-campus,   day   treatment,   therapeutic   



teacher/therapist   program   in   a   Missouri   public   school.    From   that   position,   I   
moved   into   the   Coordinator   of   the   District’s   Special   Education   programs   and   
then   the   Assistant   Superintendent   for   Student   Services.    Throughout   my   career   
and   presently,   I   support   and   consult   with   teachers,   mental   health   
professionals,   support   staff   and   administrators.    I   work   closely   with   many  
county   agencies   expanding   opportunities   supporting   our   children   and   families.   

I’ve   been   honored   as   Teacher   of   the   Year,   Outstanding   Special   Education  
Administrator,   and   The   Spirit   of   Crazy   Horse   Award   bestowed   by   the   
Reclaiming   Youth   at   Risk,   an   international   organization   working   with   
educators   building   a   culture   of   belonging.    This   award   is   given   to   those   who   are   
tenacious   champions   for   children.      

For   over   three   decades,   I   have   seen   and   lived   the   challenges   of   growth,   
construction,   changing   leadership   teams   and   philosophies,   technology   
advances,   financial   struggles   and   staffing   challenges.    Our   world   becomes   more   
complex.    We,   as   members   of   the   Board   of   Education,   together   with   the   
superintendent   and   cabinet,   must   come   together   for   meaningful,   respectful   
conversations   to   provide   a   framework   for   educational   opportunities   for   ALL   
students.    With   an   inclusive   attitude   our   educators,   families   and   community   
can   trust   and   feel   confident   that   together,   we   are   stronger,   providing   learning   
experiences   for   ALL   students.      

The   District’s   Comprehensive   School   Improvement   Plan   (CSIP)   goal   is   to   
address   the   needs   of   the   whole   child.    My   goal   is   to   support   the   District’s   goal   
by   being   the   voice   of   educators   and   parents.   

The   Board   of   Education   only   exists   because   students   have   a   right   to   a   
public   education.    Supporting   our   staff,   who   is   on   the   front   lines   supporting   
our   students,   is   our   focus   and   our   purpose.      

  


